" Th e diversity of these papers, especially the case studies, evidence that the design and construct industry continues to fail to consistently deliver building envelopes that eff ectively resist the intrusion and accumulation of moisture. Fortunately, these papers also point out the amount of information and knowledge available to design and construct better buildings, and also how to analyze and determine what the causes of failures are.
Th e following anonymous quote, "Architecture is of all the arts the one nearest to a science, for every architectural design is at its inception dominated by scientifi c considerations, " has never been more relevant to the design, construction, and maintenance of buildings. We as owners, architects, engineers, builders, and craft smen have an obligation to, and must, implement standards to meet the challenges of designing, constructing, and maintaining buildings that effi ciently shelter our society. Th e consensus process at the core of ASTM remains, in the editors' joint opinion, one of the best ways to develop and improve the dissemination of information required to properly design and construct our built environment.
Th ere is a vast amount of information available, and in eff ect, we jointly know how to design and construct buildings properly today. Th e real problem is getting professionals in the industry to understand the availability of this information and to access, understand, and use this knowledge base properly.
Th e papers contained within this STP represent another step in the dissemination of current, state of the art information, and we hope that it will assist design and construct professionals in accomplishing better performing and longer lasting buildings, in the interest of making the most of the resources that we have.
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